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I.    Why study Christian History? 

 
       1. Community of the Saints 

 
 
       2. The Good, Bad, and Ugly and the Perspective that they Give  

 
 
       3. Christian History vs. Church History 
 
 
 
II.   How do Defining Moments help? 
       1. Specificity and Personality: Incarnational Faith and the Value of Biography 
 
 

“who came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man; he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again.”             ---  Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed of 381. 

 
       2. Window into Broader Discussion 

 
 
III.  What do you want to Learn? 
 
 
IV.  Themes 
       1. Christ and Culture  
 
       2. Expansion and Discipleship 
 
       3. Rationalism and Mysticism  
 
       4. Renewal, Reform, and Schism 
 
 
V.   A Proposed Outline of Defining Moments, Major Themes, and General Periods 

1. Sept. 26: The Council of Constantinople (381): The Rise of Christendom (100 - 600) 
2. Oct. 3: The Schism of 1054: The Middle Ages (600 - 1200) 
3. Oct. 10: The Founding of the Jesuits (1534): The Expansion of Christianity (1200 - 1700) 
4. Oct. 17: The Diet of Worms (1521): The Protestant Reformation (1200 -1700) 
5. Oct. 24: The Second Great Awakening (1810s): American Evangelicalism (1700-1900) 

      6.   Oct. 31: The Asuza St. Revival of 1906: Global Christianity (1900 to Present) 
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